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logical course. Certain passages in this section are superb examples of descrip-
tiveness and brevity. Thus, while discussing consciousness of the self, a
hypochondriac example is given: ". . . the individual summons his past expe-
rience with regard to bellyaches, his knowledge of appendicitis gained from
the press, the experiences of his friends and the reports of men in high places
who have died of cancer of the stomach. He projects himself into the future,
visualizing the doctor's examination, the hospital, the operation, the lingering
death in agonizing pain and the children left fatherless while the widow
demonstrates her lack of rudimentary financial sense."
There is no doubt that the authors have assembled an important body of
information concerning frontal-lobe function and have utilized a relatively
conservative surgical procedure to the benefit of many of their patients. The
book should be of great interest to those working in the fields of neuro-
physiology and psychiatry. It will be of invaluable assistance to those who
are responsible for or participating in "shock" or surgical treatment of mental
diseases. WILLIAM J. GERMAN.
THE CONQUEST OF BACTERIA. By F. Sherwood Taylor. Al-
liance Book Corp., New York, 1942. 172 pp. $2.
This is a book for the non-technical reader, with the story of the agents
of infection and the mode in which they act forming the basis for a discussion
of the means available for restricting or overcoming microbic activities. As
is implied by the subtitle "From Salvarsan to Sulphapyridine" chemotherapy
is the focal point in the story-a story well told.
In the foreword, Professor Sigerist states that "This is the best type of
popular book on a scientific subject," and it is, indeed, an interesting account;
but how much better it would have been had the text received some slight
attention from a proof-reader. GEORGE H. SMITH.
SPERMATOZOA AND STERILITY, A CLINICAL MANUAL. By Abner
I. Weisman. Paul B. Hoeber, Inc., New York, 1941. xvi +
314-pp. $5.50.
Throughout this book the author emphasizes the obvious, but until
recently neglected, possibility that the childlessness of a couple may not always
be due to some abnormality in the female. After a brief discussion of the
discovery of spermatozoa and of the early theories of generation, the mor-
phology and certain physiological properties of spermatozoa and the character
of the seminal fluid are reviewed. Following this introductory material, the
causes and diagnosis of sterility in the male are discussed. This discussion is
quite detailed, with separate chapters on methods of obtaining specimens for
semen examination, the transportation of the semen specimen, tests for semen,
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is devoted to factors which might have a deleterious effect upon apparently
normal spermatozoa, with chapters on spermigration in the female secretions,
special technics in spermatozoal study, the longevity of spermatozoa in vivo,
the effect of temperature on the survival of spermatozoa in vitro, and abnor-
malities in the female which inhibit impregnation. There is a discussion of arti-
ficial insemination, including selection of a donor, the technic of artificial
insemination, medicolegal aspects, and proof of fertilization. The several
contraceptive technics are reviewed and given an evaluation. Certain factors
contributing to azoospermia, oligospermia and necrospermia are reviewed,
and a few therapeutic measures are discussed. The book is concluded with
a discussion of "theoretical" factors in fertility and sterility and in the control
of sex, with a final chapter entitled "Looking forward: Some unknown fac-
tors in the evaluation of spermatozoa."
In many ways this is an unsatisfactory book, doubtless due to its reflecting
the highly inexact and unsatisfactory state of information on this important
subject. Some aspects are given a treatment which seems extremely uncrit-
ical; but this sort of treatment is, in this instance, perhaps more effective in
emphasizing the inadequacies of present information than would be a criticism
labelled as such. CHARLES W. HOOKER.
PEDIATRIC GYNECOLOGY. By Goodrich C. Schauffler. Year
Book Publishers, Chicago, 1942. 371 pp. $5.
This is a book of convenient size dealing primarily with gynecological
lesions in the young female. The earlier chapters include a discussion of the
anatomy and the anomalies of the external genitalia and the vagina of the
child, special methods of examination and the management and methods of
treatment of the several types of vaginitis and the disorders of adolescence.
In succeeding pages lesions of the urological tract and rectum are considered.
The final chapters deal interestingly with certain social problems which may
arise in association with sexual misconduct toward or by children, and with
the legal and medicolegal aspects involved in the management of sex deviation.
The book is clearly and conservatively written and can be recommended to
any specialist or general practitioner who includes the care of female children
in his practice. ARTHUR H. MORSE.
ANOXIA: ITS EFFECTS ON THE BODY. By Edward J. Van Liere.
The University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1942. xiii + 254 pp.
$3.
Attainment of extremely high altitude in aircraft has become a problem
of paramount military importance. Newspaper articles and even the motion
pictures have dramatized the struggle to provide an adequate supply of oxygen
to motors and aviators, and the number of scientific articles and monographs